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April Fool's Auction Game 
 

Author: Danijela Beljić 

 

Level: Intermediate/Upper intermediate 

 

Time: 20-30 minutes 

 

Aims: oral and reading practice on April Fool's Day 

 

Resources: April Fool's Day, Pearson Always Learning, Louise Delahay 

 

Procedure: Warm-up: Ask students What do you know about the origin of 

April 1st? Ss brainstorm their ideas on the topic and then look it up on the 

Internet. Class feedback on the websearch. 

 

Lead-in: Tell the class Lots of tricks are played on April Fool's Day, some 

by the media. Let's do an auction game. Some of the tricks on the 

worksheet really did happen and some didn't. You must decide in 

pairs/groups which really happened. After that you do the bidding in 

increments of 50 pounds. 

 

Main stage: Groups or pairs are given the worksheet to decide which 

sentences are true and which are hoaxes. Then the bidding starts. Auction 

every sentence away to the highest bidder. The bidders raise their hands 

or the bid card (groups change bidders) to buy the true sentences.In total 

they have 1,000 pounds. They have to stop bidding as they run out of 

money. You might have each group nominate a treasurer to keep track of 

spending and unsuccessful bids.If they buy a true sentence, they get a 

point.If a false one is bought, they either don't get a point or they lose 

money (e.g.50 pounds).  

 

Follow-up  - Upon finishing the bidding, you go through the sentences 

confirming which ones are true and which ones are not. The group with the 



most true sentences (and most money left) wins.They might look up some 

other hoaxes made by the media on April 1st. 

 

Wrap-up – Ask Ss to comment on how they made their decisions on the 

sentences. They provide feedback on the media hoaxes they've liked. If 

time permits they can do an additional fun test on https://rb.gy/1mgfmt 

(The Guardian 2024 April fools news quiz). 

 

Acknowledgement: This is a modification of the April Fool's Day Lesson 

Plan, Pearson Always Learning, Louise Delahay  
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